PRUNE

Avoid heavy pruning. Pruning
stimulates growth, so plants
require more water. Make sure
you prune your trees and
shrubs in the dormant (winter)
season before the weather gets
hot and dry.
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During the summer, never cut
more than one-third of the
height of your grass. Not sure?
Set your mower to its highest
setting. Taller grass cools the
soil, encourages deep roots,
and reduces stress. If you mow
your grass too short, root
growth slows down, making the
grass more susceptible to heat
and drought.

Also, leave grass clippings on
the lawn to return nutrients to
the earth and encourage
growth.

Weeds are thieves. They steal
nutrients and water from your
grass and other plants. Keep
weeds under control by
weeding early in the year and
consistently throughout the
growing season.

AERATING

Aeration involves perforating
the soil with small holes to allow
air, water and nutrients to
penetrate the grass roots. This
helps the roots grow deeply and
produce a stronger, more
vigorous lawn.

FERTILIZE

Adding a light top dressing of
compost or organic fertilizer
does wonders. It reduces thatch
buildup on lawns, improves soil
texture and increases root mass
and surface area. “Top dress”
your lawn and plant areas early
in the year when conditions are
wet.




